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Merrimack Valley People for Peace (MVPP) is pleased to make available the enclosed DVD and its accompanying folder of information for your use in presenting students and parents with a reality check about military service.  We do so to:

· help young people understand today’s realities of war and military service;

· refute false or incomplete information too frequently provided by military recruiters and advertising;

· inform young people and their families about their rights; and

· provide young people and their families with resources and contacts for exploring options to military service.

The DVD - Iraq Veterans Speak Out
The DVD features members of two groups associated with veterans and military families - Iraq Veterans against the War (http://www.ivaw.net/) and Military Families Speak Out (http://www.mfso.org/ - speaking in the Greater Boston area in winter 2005.  It includes presentations and a Q&A session with young people at The Center for Teen Empowerment, Inc., an organization in Roxbury, MA (http://www.teenempowerment.org).  Approximately two hours long overall, it is laid out as follows, with buttons for easy navigation.

The first 45-minute segment consists of:

· Introduction by Nancy Lessin, co-founder of Military Families Speak Out (MFSO), whose stepson, a Marine, served in Iraq;

· Talk by Michael Hoffman, a founding member of Iraq Veterans against the War (IVAW), a Marine Corps Lance Corporal, who participated in the initial invasion of Iraq in March, 2003;

· Talk by Kelly Dougherty, a founding member of IVAW, a member of the Colorado National Guard, who joined the Guard to serve as a medic, but ended up serving as an MP in Iraq;

· Talk by Rose Gonzalez, a member of MFSO, whose mother was called up from the Massachusetts National Guard and is still driving convoys in Iraq;

· Talk by Debra Lucey, sister of Marine Reservist Corporal Jeffrey Lucey, who described her family’s attempts to get help for Jeffrey after he returned from Iraq with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and to cope with his suicide after the VA had failed to provide the mental health care he needed; and

· Wrap-up to the initial segment by Charley Richardson, co-founder of MFSO, whose son, a Marine, served in Iraq.

The next 40-minute segment contains speeches by Michael Hoffman and Charley Richardson at Teen Empowerment, and the lively Q&A session that followed.  The teens heard about the realities of war, commented on their preconceived notions, and asked tough questions about what it means to serve in the armed forces.

The DVD closes with remarks by (1) Boston City Councilor Chuck Turner; (2) Diane Quinones, MFSO member from Lowell, MA; and (3) tour organizer, John Harris of Chelsea, MA. 
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The Packet of Written Information 
The materials contain an opt-out letter or form for students or parents to return to their school, plus documents that (1) pose questions every potential enlistee should ask; and (2) expose misinformation contained in promises often made by military recruiters. We have separately indexed the materials.

We have drawn on a variety of sources, including the American Friends Services Committee, Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors, the Student Peace Action Network, and major news services.  We urge you to copy and distribute the materials widely.

Suggested Use

MVPP has developed this information for use by students and adults who work directly with high school and college age young people or who play key roles in their education, job training, or career orientation.  We strongly urge that you view the DVD before presenting it to groups. Some parts, more than others, may be particularly suited to your specific audience.  We believe there are segments that are important for everybody!  Please use and reuse to suit your needs.

We strongly recommend that you allow follow-up time(s) to discuss the information presented.  Plan for leading a discussion of questions you wish to have your group explore.  For starters, we suggest:

· What questions would you now ask of the returning veterans or military recruiters?

· What experience have you, your family, or your friends had with military recruiters?

· What do you think is missing from this presentation?

· Do you want to be trained to kill another human being?

· Were you aware of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and its implications?

· What are your viable options to enlisting in the military?

· Do you believe that the United States/the Veterans Administration/Congress are adequately compensating and caring for our veterans?

· What steps can you take to address the problems being faced by returning combat veterans?

Counter-recruitment education is a top priority for MVPP because too many of the messages and programs in the media and in education increasingly justify war, glorify violence, and militarize our youth.  We respect those who believe they have a duty to serve our country through military service, but we believe that everyone has the right to make an independent and informed choice. 

Follow-up

MVPP would appreciate your comments on this DVD and written information.  Did you find it useful, and how can we improve upon this packet?  Also, please let us know if you need additional copies of the DVD.  Please contact:


Bobbie Goldman, President

or

Don Abbott, Clerk


bg@comcast.net




bdabbott@comcast.net
or write to us at the above address.

Many thanks to Noble Larson of Arlington, MA for his tireless efforts to edit and improve the DVD as initially produced by “Documenting Dissent” of Golden, CO and Arlington, MA.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.wmf] 

_1118056949.doc
[image: image1.png]






