Minutes of MVPP Annual Meeting, June 17, 2005
The following members and friends (38) were in attendance:  Betsy Abbott, Don Abbott, Becci Backman, Lou Bernieri, Louis Bernieri, Don Booth, Lois Booth, Arthur Brien, Marge Brien, Jane Cadarette, Bill Callahan, Peter Cameron, Steve Cotton, Peg Duddy, Ann Eno, Ralph Galen, Bobbie Goldman, Barbara Haack, Janice Koch, Dan Lacey, Noble Larsen, Mary Marra, Dilenia Rodriguez, Brian Quirk, Martha Parker, Niki Rosen, Sister William Julie, Mary Kate Small, Masood Sheikh, Allan Sifferlen, Boryana Tacconi, Melinda Tavanto-Garnis, Jim Todd, Mary Todd, Dan Trubey, Mary Trubey, Rich Trubey, and special guests Nancy Lessin and Charley Richardson.
Introductions:  At the conclusion of a delicious potluck dinner, Bobbie opened the meeting by inviting everyone to introduce themselves around the tables.  We represented a wonderful blend of long-term and recent members, with a number of friends joining us.

Tribute to Sister Willie:  Bobbie then acknowledged the presence of one of our beloved, long-haul, servant/activists:  Sister Willie.  She invited Mary Kate Small and others to present tributes to Willie.  After Mary Kate had spoken, she called upon Ann Eno, Jane Cadarette, and Arthur Brien.  All of their words lit the gathering with countless stories and resounding thanks for Willie’s lifetime of work for peace and justice and her compassion for “the least of these my children.”  Two key messages resounded:  1) “No one is powerless.”  2) “We are all responsible.”  Bobbie presented Willie with flowers and a donation from MVPP for her to give to the cause of her choice.
President’s Report:  Bobbie gave a thorough overview of a very productive year marked by MVPP’s high visibility through vigils, numerous actions around key issues, marches, rallies (regional and national), vigils, sponsorships, plus increased networking with regional peace groups.  She thanked Kathie Robinson who has decided to step down as vice-president.  This is only the most recent position she has held during her long membership and leadership (former president and treasurer) since the beginning of MVPP.  Kathie will continue to serve as a board member.  Bobbie also acknowledged Peter Cameron who is stepping down as treasurer after 5 strong years of service.  He too will continue as a board member.
Treasurer’s Report:  Peter reported that our current balance is $4,478.36.  Sales of peace flags and Palestinian olive oil continue to be brisk.  Donations of note made by MVPP during the past year have included those to Adopt a Mine Field, Mass Global Action, Mass Peace Action, Oxfam, Peace Vision Project, Semana Hispana, and United for Peace with Justice.

Nominating Committee:  The Board of Directors were announced for the following terms:
2003-2006:  Peter Cameron, Henry Misserville, Kathie Robinson, Brian Quirk, Mary Kate Small

2004-2007:  Lou Bernieri, Ralph Galen, Joan Kulash, Masood Sheikh, Mary Todd

2005-2008:  Arthur Brien, Jane Cadarette, Barbara Haack, Brenda McCarthy, Boryana Tacconi
A motion was approved to accept the following slate of MVPP Officers for 2005-2006:

President:

Bobbie Goldman

Vice-President:
Becci Backman
Secretary:

Don Abbott

Treasurer:

Sue Imhoff
After a short period of brief announcements about upcoming activities, Boryana Tacconi introduced our guest speakers, Nancy Lessin and Charley Richardson, co-founders of Military Families Speak Out.  Everyone agreed afterwards that the speeches by our distinguished guests and the discussion that followed had created a meeting with information and inspiration that were empowering almost beyond words.

Respectfully submitted,

Don Abbott, Clerk

